
 
HASTINGS AREA WATER AUTHORITY MEETING 

February 10, 2022 

ROLL. Tom Kinney, Sam Patterson, Melanie Zearfoss, John Mertens, Barry 

Cavallo, Tobias Nagle, Rich Banik  

Visitors: None 

MINUTES.  Minutes from last meeting were reviewed.  Motion made Barry Cavallo 

and 2nd by Sam Patterson to approve the minutes.  All in favor.  Motion carried. Copy 

on file. 

Engineering Report.  Tobias informed us that we will have a pre-construction meeting 

on February 23rd at 1pm in the Hastings Borough meeting room.  During this meeting we 

will be able to meet the contractor.  We will also have to let them know where they can 

place the pipe.  Two spots they can use is the Vet’s field parking lot and the empty lot 

next to the hockey court.       

Water Plant Operator Report:  

January 2022- 148,910 gal/day, 4,616,209 gal/month.   

Elder township showed that we took 15,000 gallons a day but Rich said we did not take 

that much during January.  Rich said he flushed the line, but not 300,000 gallons worth.  

There was a leak on the water line on 3rd Avenue.  C&R Boring came and help us repair 

the line.  The coupling was leaking.  Two couplings and the pipe were replaced.  Rich 

thinks there is another leak on the line.  He said there is a wet spot and it is testing 

positive for chlorine.  Troy thinks he will be able to repair the leak and if they need 

assistance from C&R Boring, they will call them.  This could be the reason we are 

showing a high usage from Elder Township.   The reservoirs are full and the source is 

flowing.  The plant is running well.  Rich is still having some computer issues with the 

SKADA not recognizing the license.  Rich said Larry told him to unplug the internet.  

The SKADA stopped talking a few days ago but that was due to a loose wire.  He will 

follow up with Larry about the licensing message.  The SIM cards for the radio’s came in 

today. Rich will install them tomorrow since it will be nice out.   

On January 16th, the meter pit for Emily Lane froze.  It was not insulated well and Rich 

had to use a torch to get it working.  We put insulation in the pit and Mark Westrick also 

added insulation.  That same weekend the pump at the mine source ran all weekend.  

Rich did not notice it until Monday morning.   

The furnace at the water plant was not working.  It was down for a week.  It has been 

repaired.  There was a power outage on January 28th but it only lasted 15 minutes.   



The pipe to replace the line going down to the sewer plant still has not come in and L/B 

Water does not know when it will be in.  They suggested that we use a different pipe.  

The original pipe was 330 PSI and this pipe is 230 PSI.  Rich said that the 230 PSI pipe 

would work and we can get 1,000 feet right now and they can easily order the other 600 

feet.  Jim Burkey from the Sewer Authority said we can store the pipe down at the sewer 

plant.  The pipe will be in a secure area.  Motion made by John Mertens and 2nd by 

Melanie Zearfoss to order a new kind of pipe.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   

Tom wants to put a cover over the filters in the water plant.  He suggested we build a 5-

foot wall around and add windows and plexiglass.  We can put the windows where the 

ladders are located and the valves and we if the walls went up to the ceiling the lights 

above the filter will be in there so Rich will be able to see the filters backwash.   

The authority would like to get Rich a safety harness so he can use it when he climbs 

down the pit at the mine source.  A railing will also need to be installed around the pit so 

the safety harness can be attached to the railing.  Barry is going to look around to find a 

harness and let Melanie know and she can order it.  Motion made by Melanie Zearfoss 

and 2nd by John Mertens to purchase a safety harness and put a railing in at the pit.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried.  Copy on file.     

FINANCIAL REPORT.  Members reviewed the Financial Report prepared by 

Borough Secretary dated 01/31/2022. Motion made by Barry Cavallo and 2nd by John 

Mertens to approve the report.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  Copy on file.     

BILLS.  Members reviewed the bill order #1 for prepared by Borough Secretary on 

01/31/2022. Motion made by Barry Cavallo and 2nd Sam Patterson to approve to pay the 

bill.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  Copy on file.   

Other Business.  The authority needs to open two bank accounts for the PennVEST 

project for loan #85200 and #85210.  We will need a motion to open two accounts.   

o Motion made by Barry Cavallo and 2nd by John Mertens to open account 

for loan #85200.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   

o Motion made by Barry Cavallo and 2nd by John Mertens to open account 

for loan #85210.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   

Adjournment.  Motion made by Barry Cavallo and 2nd John Mertens to approve the 

request to adjourn.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   

 


